The Bloody Assize
The Plot that Gates Lad heard of and undoubtedly believec
in was, lite Gaul, divided into three parts. It was ;
conspiracy:
(1)  To kill the King;
(2)  To subvert the Government;
(3)  To extirpate the Protestant religion and establish
Popery.
The real danger to the country was (3), and as to the
intention of the Catholic party and the Duke of York to
bring this about there can be no manner of doubt. Whether
Charles's promise to Louis was uttered with any other in-
tention than to obtain money by false pretences may well be
doubted. If the intelligent and eager Jesuits had come to
this conclusion about the King, his removal on the ground of
perfidy and apostasy might well come under discussion.
That Dates and Bedloe were perjurers I make no doubt,
but I am also of opinion that they knew a great deal about
plots, against the peace of the country, that were hatching
among her enemies. No doubt they dramatized and set
before the Courts as truths many things that were mere
hearsay and rumour.
This is commonly done in times of public excitement*
Myths and imagination are dwelt upon by weak and excited
people until they seem to them to be fact. In our recent
war there were many examples of this. Hundreds of
citizens could tell you in detail the story of the Russian
soldiers crossing the country in their thousands^ the number
of German governesses acting as spies, and the tales of grue-
some atrocities committed by our foes were vouched for by
most respectable witnesses* Moreover, to express a doubt
of the truth of the story of any German iniquity was to
place yourself under suspicion of disloyalty*
We know now that at the end of the seventeenth
century there were many plots engineered and supported
by Louis XIV*, and worked for by the Jesuits, to destroy
the Protestant religion in England* Some English, Catholics